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Amy Phillips Penn : Elaine's: The Rise of One of New Yorkrsquo;s Most Legendary Restaurants from Those 
Who Were There  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 
Elaine's: The Rise of One of New Yorkrsquo;s Most Legendary Restaurants from Those Who Were There: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. What did the customer SAY to the WAITRESS WHERES 
ELAINEBy Chris PamTHIS BOOK IS REALLY GOOD A WHOS WHO OF NOT ONLY CELEBRITYS BUT 
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ARTISTS WRITERS AND THE NO BODYS AT ELAINES.SHE DIDN'T CARE.SHE ALSO REALLY HELPED 
ALOT OF PEOPLE OUT.READ TIME4HRS IF YOUR FAST READER.278PGS.THE BOOK HAS 
INDIVIDUALITY FOR EACH CHAPTER BECAUSE NOT ONLY WERE A LOT OF THESE FOLKS 
CELEBRITIES ARTISTS WRITERS THEY WERE CUSTOMERS THIS BOOK IS THEIR TRIBUTES IN EACH 
CHAPTER.JUST A NEAT BOOK ALL.AROUND.BUT AS MUCH AS PEOPLE LOVED ELAINE.SHE HAD 
ROUGH MOUTH A LOT OF PROFANITY IN BOOK.THATS WHY I RATED BOOK WITH 4STARS BECAUSE 
OF PROFANITY.RATE BOOK NO AGE UNDER12.IF YOU WANT A WHOS WHO OF CELEBRITY AND THE 
NOBODY WHICH IS A(CUSTOMER).READ THIS BOOK LOVED LOVED THE VIBRANT COLORED 
PICTURES WISH THEY HAD MORE IT ALSO MADE THE BOOK.CHRIS AND PAMELA ROMANS SIXTEEN 
SIXTEEN.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Brings 70s/80's NYC to LifeBy AFA great snapshot of 
NYC over these few decades. I thoroughly enjoyed it.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. MaybeBy 
CorkidecatA New Yorker would enjoy this. This outsider, not so much. Couldn't get past the third chapter. Thought it 
would be a fun read.

A tribute to legendary restaurateur Elaine Kaufman and her renowned Manhattan creative melting pot.Elainersquo;s 
was a world-famous New York restaurant that became home to writers and celebrities. Owner Elaine Kaufman was 
known to be “New York feisty,rdquo; controversial, often rude, always blunt, with the flare of Gertrude Stein and 
Dorothy Parker.Elaine was highly respected and also frequently feared, and Elainersquo;s the restaurant received the 
publicrsquo;s love and praise time and time again. Woody Allen held a regular table there, and Elainersquo;s was even 
featured in Allenrsquo;s Manhattan and Billy Joelrsquo;s song “Big Shot.rdquo; Throughout the years, Mick Jagger, 
John Lennon, and countless celebrities, politicians, socialites, private eyes, athletes, artists, and the biggest names in 
Hollywood became Elainersquo;s regulars.Most emphatically, Elainersquo;s raison drsquo;ecirc;tre was to nourish 
“starving writersrdquo; with encouragement, introductions to Pulitzer Prize winners, and free food and alcohol. These 
struggling authors responded to Elainersquo;s support with profound gratitude.Elaine passed away in 2010, forcing the 
restaurant manager to close shop shortly after. “There is no Elainersquo;s without Elaine,rdquo; she decreed. 
However, the memories remain and are recalled by a variety of Elainersquo;s regulars in this moving, oftentimes 
amusing, collection of personal essays.Skyhorse Publishing, as well as our Arcade imprint, are proud to publish a 
broad range of books for readers interested in history--books about World War II, the Third Reich, Hitler and his 
henchmen, the JFK assassination, conspiracies, the American Civil War, the American Revolution, gladiators, 
Vikings, ancient Rome, medieval times, the old West, and much more. While not every title we publish becomes a 
New York Times bestseller or a national bestseller, we are committed to books on subjects that are sometimes 
overlooked and to authors whose work might not otherwise find a home.

"What Truman Capote did for Tiffany's, and Woody Allen for Manhattan, Amy Penn has done for Elaine's. With 
impeccable literary alchemy she transforms a cultural—and oh, so social—landmark into a witty, engaging, hilarious, 
touching, resonant, star-studded yet gloriously human work of art to savor and enjoy over and over as an armchair 
feast. Elaine should be beaming from the Other Side of Paradise, her amazement and gratitude laced with tart, four-
letter exclamations of amazement and joy. We may read and share in this feast for all seasons." —Charles 
Scribner"Restaurants are places to eat, but some few restaurants are about much more than food. Elainersquo;s, for 
decades a fixture on New York Cityrsquo;s Upper East Side, attracted crowds of celebrities from the entertainment 
industry as well as wannabes and people who simply craved proximity to the famous. George Plimpton, Norman 
Mailer, Elaine Stritch, and Woody Allen all hung out there. Paparazzi hovered at the restaurantrsquo;s front door to 
capture candid shots of actors and writers coming and going. At the restaurantrsquo;s center, the incomparable, tart-
tongued owner, Elaine Kaufman, held forth, hopping from table to table and even eating off her customersrsquo; 
plates. Her jealous regard for customersrsquo; privacy made Elainersquo;s a relatively safe haven. Penn has collected 
reminiscences of Elainersquo;s from folks who made it a sort of second home. Their anecdotes give the rest of us brief 
access into the orbit of the notorious even when their stories reveal more about the storyteller than about Elainersquo;s 
and its denizens." —Booklist 


