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This occasional paper provides an overview of the economic reform experiences of the Central Asian states of the 
former Soviet Union since their independence at the turn of the decade. The choice of countries reflects not only a 
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geographical grouping, but also similarities in the types of transition challenges faced by these countries 
notwithstanding considerable variations in their sizes, ethnic composition, resource endowments, and economic 
structures. The paper attempts to identify a number of key macroeconomic and structural areas where the slower 
reformers in the group might benefit from the experience of the faster reformes.


