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The second edition of this innovative and affordable book integrates environmental and financial sustainability into its 
distinctive regional approach. By focusing on political economy in its cultural, religious and historical roots, as well as 
leadership decisions, it spurs critical thinking. Working through the unique development paths of individual countries, 
the authors foster integrative thinking and a strong sense of realism about both the prospects and challenges of 
economic development in the rapidly evolving global economy. The book is exceptional in both its theoretical nuance 
and accessible writing. An Instructors Manual with discussion questions, a test bank, and PowerPoint slides is 
available online to professors who adopt the text.

"The book covers the intellectual ground that a liberally educated student needs to grapple with to understand the 
complexity of economic development. For many years political scientists and economists have presented overly 
simplistic models and frameworks for understanding economic development that cannot withstand critical analyses of 
many individual country cases. By focusing on political economy in its cultural, religious and historical roots, as well 
as leadership decisions, it spurs critical thinking. Working through the unique development paths of individual 
countries promotes integrative thinking and a strong sense of realism about both the prospects and challenges of 
economic development in our rapidly emerging global economy and highly conflicted global society." - Henry 
Smorynski, Provost, College of St. Benedict / St. John's University" 


