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David Lee Russell : Eastern Air Lines: A History, 1926ndash;1991  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Eastern Air Lines: A History, 1926ndash;1991: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Flat but informativeBy David B. RossetterI love airline histories. 
This does a pretty good job chronicling the history of Eastern and Eddie Rickenbacker. However, it spends a lot more 
time listing facts like numbers of airplanes, profits and losses and not enough time with the juicy people stories.It also 
could use some more editing. Lots of grammar errors let alone the technical errors and oversights. They kept listing a 
737-200 when they meant 727-200. And for goodness sakes, the deregulation airline was People Express (or 
PEOPLExpress), not People's Express.Still, I enjoyed the book and learned a lot.1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. Could have been good if a competent editor had been involvedBy Henry H. PerrittCould have been 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00FQSFO7U


good if a competent editor had been involved. Riddled with typos and grammatical errors; jerkily organized; childish 
characterizations of mundane business developments.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. great bookBy 
Renee CurtisMy husband lived the book. Book arrived quickly.

Eastern Air Lines began in 1926 when aviation pioneer Harold Pitcairn started the first carrier air mail route from New 
York to Atlanta under his company, Pitcairn Aviation. Clement Keys of National Air Transport bought the company in 
1929, changed the name to Eastern Air Transport and began passenger service the next year on daily round trips 
between New York and Richmond. The growing airline was purchased by General Motors and became Eastern Air 
Lines in 1934. World War I flying ace Edward V. Rickenbacker purchased the airline four years later and led it to 
become by the 1950s the most profitable airline in the United States. Former astronaut Frank Borman became 
president of Eastern in 1975 and tried to manage the airline through deregulation, labor union conflict, and heavy debt, 
ending with the sale of Eastern to Frank Lorenzo and Texas Air in 1986. The airline entered bankruptcy in March 
1989 and ended service in less than two years. This detailed history follows Eastern from start to finish, studying such 
corporate decision-making as aircraft purchases and route expansions, as well as the personalities that shaped the 
airline throughout its history.

"Russell's detailed history is nicely illustrated with advertising reproductions and aircraft photos...recommended." --
ChoiceAbout the AuthorDavid Lee Russell works as an information systems consultant and continues his writing 
projects in Milton, Georgia. 


